Late eighteenth-century Scotland saw a period of growth in the availability of print material set against the backdrop of the Scottish Enlightenment. Yet despite much scholarly attention having been paid to the Enlightenment and an increasing interest in the books people were reading, little attention has been paid to the books that would have been found in individual Scottish houses and what they reveal about Scottish mindsets in these years. This paper addresses this topic, using a local case study of after-death inventories of personal possessions. These rich records reveal the size of household libraries, the varieties of books they contained, variation by occupation and social class, and the extent to which their owners engaged with and were influenced by debates and ideas of the time. In addition, the evidence allows us to consider the uses to which different types of books were put, examine differences between urban and provincial Scotland, and consider how and where people bought their books.
slow to take off, surprisingly so given a well-developed scholarly interest in the Enlightenment and the wide-ranging implications of high Scottish literacy levels.
2 Scotland is also reasonably well-served by records of reading, such as library borrowing records, which should have attracted greater attention from researchers before, given their potential to provide a valuable insight into the minds and attitudes of Scots in the past. Nevertheless, even now book ownership in Scotland remains under-explored, both in terms of estimating its extent and considering its significance for reading habits. 3 In part, this may be due to doubts (expressed most forcibly by Houston) about how much book ownership can be measured. 4 Another possible reason, and arguably a stronger one, is uncertainty about the extent to which people actually read the books they owned. 5 Yet recent research into reading habits in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries has shown that books owned by people played an important part in Scottish reading opportunities, not just those of their owners but also of their wider social networks, given the widespread evidence of informal lending of books among friends and neighbours. 6 Indeed, many recorded early reading experiences focused around the books in family homes, with their presence the catalyst for later reading practices. 7 In what follows book ownership in late eighteenth-century Scotland will be explored in more detail. This was a period of significant growth in the availability of print material, and the local case study approach adopted here allows us to probe the significance of the books available to wider reading practices. It addresses questions such as to which books did people have access at home, how the picture changed over time in terms of volume and subject matter, whether professionals built up substantial work-related collections of books, and the extent to which contemporary influences can be traced in book ownership. Although such questions are of immediate interest to book historians, the issues raised extend beyond that context alone, given their implications for understanding the mentalité of Scottish people in the past. For example, scholars have written much about the Scottish Enlightenment, but few have considered how individuals at this time engaged with the written word. Studying the books in the houses of Scots can help to address this, and provides a 'bottom-up' perspective to Enlightenment history -a field typically dominated by elite groups. 8 Similarly, the perception of a relatively highly-educated society raises the question of how individuals used books as tools to find out about the world in which they lived and to self-educate themselves. 9 
Uncovering book ownership
Past attempts to measure book ownership in Scotland have tended to focus on printed lists of subscribers, detailing people who placed advance orders for new publications and were thus included in lists of names printed inside some books. 10 Yet subscription lists provide only a rough guide to book ownership, since most books were not sold in this way and knowing that an individual bought one particular book is an unreliable guide to their wider buying practices. 11 Moreover, subscription lists recording sufficient details for useful analysis such as occupation are relatively rare. 12 Given such limitations, more comprehensive records of book ownership are attractive as a research resource, particularly lists that record all books owned by individuals. Such lists can be found among private estate papers in local and national archives. However, they are generally restricted to landed and aristocratic families, and are relatively small in number, even across the whole of Scotland. Another set of records covering a broader range of individuals is the Court of Session productions in process, often concerning sequestrations. 13 Lists of books owned by individuals, such as merchants and lawyers, can sometimes be found in these records, but they too are limited in number, particularly in the late eighteenth century.
14 An alternative source, both more numerous and covering a broad spectrum of society, is after-death inventories -lists of goods drawn up after their owners died. Such records have been used extensively by historians of reading elsewhere in Europe and America to study book ownership in more detail. 15 To date, however, in Scotland such records have been largely ignored by book historians. Houston studied them in the context of the history of reading, but he viewed them negatively, based on his own survey of wills and inventories for Lasswade in Midlothian 1660-1760 and on Shaw's study of the Highlands and Islands before 1750. 16 Just six of the ninety-five Lasswade wills and inventories mentioned books.
17
That having been said, Houston focused on the period before 1760, and more recent research suggests that book listings became more common in Scottish inventories later. Martin, for example, studying the material culture of the eighteenth-century inhabitants of Cupar, Fife, found lists of books in a third of the inventories. 18 More recently a Leverhulme Trust pilot project, 'The Late Enlightenment Scottish Burgh', addressed inventories in the Angus area between 1750 and 1820 and found a similar frequency of book listings.
19
It should be acknowledged that there are difficulties with Scottish after-death inventories for all periods if they are to be used to attempt to survey society as a whole. Even in the later period, such records are largely sporadic in terms of people covered, their completeness, and the level of detail recorded. The impression gained from examining a large number of Scottish testaments is that middle-class and wealthier individuals were more likely to appear in the registers of testaments than working-class people, but no more or less likely to have a detailed inventory of their possessions recorded there. Even where a detailed list of possessions was copied into the surviving registers, books owned might be unrecorded because they were missing or lent to others, or ignored by a valuer, perhaps because they were considered to be of low or no value. They might even have been taken already by family and friends of the deceased person. 20 Nevertheless, inventories are still worth examining for book references as they list books more frequently than previously thought, and cover a wider cross-section of society than private estate papers.
The analysis which follows is based on a study of testaments which include after-death inventories as well as wills. Whereas the Angus study was based on burgh inhabitants, this larger study of Dumfriesshire has a broader scope, and considers both urban and rural dwellers. The hit-and-miss nature of the references to books in the testaments suggested that any type of statistical sampling (for example looking at every tenth testament) would be unsuccessful. Instead, a comprehensive search of a court's entire register of testaments throughout the late eighteenth century was opted for. Such a search avoided the problem of comparing different courts with different consistency of recording books and allowed for a thorough investigation of a particular area over a long time period.
Dumfries Commissary Court was selected as an ideal choice in terms of scale, rural/urban contrasts and the potential for comparison with the extant Angus material. The court covered the whole of Dumfriesshire, as well as small portions of Kirkcudbrightshire. This area in the south west of Scotland had good transport links, and booksellers and printers appeared relatively early on in Dumfries, with a bookbinder trading from at least the 1660s, and a printer from 1715 onwards.
21
Dumfriesshire's population in the late-eighteenth century has been estimated to be approximately 50,000 -lower than would ideally be surveyed for a case study like this but small enough to be practical to search its testaments in precise detail.
22
20 Houston comments on these factors, including the possibility that some assessors considered books to have been of too low a value to worry about when compiling total valuations for tax on the estate at 5%. Houston, Scottish Literacy, 165-6. 21 The research focused on the court's registers of testaments across the years 1750 to 1800. 23 This was followed by a manual check of the court's warrants of inventories, additional executory papers of appraisements and inventories to identify detailed lists including books not copied into the registers of testaments. 24 This additional check was prompted by concerns about the perceived rarity of book references -hence the value of any additional ones found.
Of the individuals appearing in these various records, 156 had testamentary records referring to books. 25 Thirteen were found with inventoried book furniture (book cases etc.) but no further references in their inventories to books. Another twenty-nine were found with more explicit references to books (e.g. valuations), but without detail. The remaining 114 cases (73% of those found) offered detailed lists of books including titles or subjects. References to books were found in over a third of the detailed inventories of personal possessions recorded in a quarter of the testaments in the court's registers.
26
One of the major strengths of the evidence from the inventories is the number of different book owners; the evidence for 156 different book owners permits a level of analysis not possible with a smaller sample. Nonetheless, the problems with the underlying evidence -in particular concerns about its coverage of the local population -prevent any kind of large-scale statistical analysis, and indeed limit the extent that these results might be meaningfully compared with similar inventory studies in other countries.
27
Figure 1 shows the spread of the book owners through time. 28 Places of residence are recorded for 147 of the book owners. Of these seventyeight (53.1%) lived in rural areas, forty-nine (33.3%) in Dumfries, and twenty (13.6%) in smaller towns and villages. 29 The rural nature of the 23 The relevant Dumfries Commissary Court volumes are held in the NRS: CC5/6/13 (1746-1752), CC5/6/14 (1752-1766), CC5/6/15 (1766-1775), CC5/6/16 (1775-1785), CC5/6/17 (1785-1795), and CC5/6/18 (1795-1802). These papers include 1,379 testaments, including 345 with detailed inventories and 82 with wills. 24 For warrants of inventories covering this period, see NRS CC5/10/1 (1741-1766), CC5/10/2 (1767-1778), CC5/10/3 (1779-1791), CC5/10/4 (1792-1798), and CC5/10/5 (1799-1804). 25 Of these, 148 were found in the registers of testaments and four in the warrants. 26 Just 5% of testaments were found to contain legacies, and only a tiny fraction of those mentioned books. In volumes CC5/6/13-18 out of 1379 testaments only 82 listed any legacies. 27 As well as warrants of inventories, this court has warrants of testaments which may have uncovered some more legacies mentioning books. NRS, CC5/8/1 has warrants of testaments for years 1694-1800. It was decided not to check these manually, because references to books were so rare in the wills copied into the registers of testaments, that an additional trawl for uncopied wills was thought unlikely to yield many additional book references. 28 One died in 1733 and her testament was not registered until 1751. This was Agnes Maxwell (ob. 1733), widow of Rev. James Elder minister of Keir, who left her 'Guilded Bible' to her nephew Edward McCulloch of Ardwall. 29 The population of Dumfries in the 1790s was about 5,600. Smaller settlements included Annan, with about 1,620 people; Langholm, with about 1,500; Lockerbie, local area is further reflected in the occupations of book owners, with the largest group comprising tenant farmers. Such a high number of rural dwellers and occupations among the book owners modifies Houston's perception of the dominance of urban dwellers among book owners recorded in inventories. However, some groups are better represented than others. For example, there are relatively few women (sixteen out of 156 book owners) which might suggest that they owned fewer books, or perhaps that their possessions were recorded in less detail after death. In addition, there are few members of the titled nobility, even if lesser gentry are represented in significant numbers. 30 The presence of professionals is unsurprising, but the large number of merchants is striking, half in Dumfries itself, and the rest scattered throughout smaller towns and villages. There are also more working-class book owners than might be expected given Houston's reservations. They remain in the minority, but are a sizeable minority nonetheless.
Subjects of books owned
One of the clearest trends evident in the books recorded is the persistence of religious book ownership throughout the period. The books of people dying in the late 1740s and 1750s generally consisted of a bible and a few other religious books, but by the 1790s and early 1800s the equivalent lists included secular books such as histories alongside the Bible, usually taking the numbers of books listed into double figures. Widespread ownership of religious books is consistent with contemporary accounts which describe how every house would have at least one copy of the Bible and that this was often the first book that children learned to read. The incidence of bible ownership in Dumfriesshire may have been higher than elsewhere in Scotland because the county's traditional Covenanting reputation is likely to have left a legacy for the eighteenth century. In addition, Glasgow -relatively nearby -was renowned for producing religious books which might have further skewed the pattern of bible ownership. 31 One possible explanation for the Bible being found in so many household inventories is that this was often the family's most valued book, and thus more likely to be preserved, with inventories underestimating the ownership of other reading material. This could be so, but it does not adequately explain the increasing presence of secular works in inventories over the ensuing decades, which fits with a demonstrable change in subjects of books owned during that period.
Another large category of books in Dumfriesshire can be identified as probably bought for work purposes; this was particularly noticeable among occupations using highly specialised reference books. A large group of professionals with work-related books were (predictably) ministers. Nine Church of Scotland ministers were recorded as book owners, with all but one minister being from a rural parish. 32 A few of their inventories only list the total value of their books. For example, Thomas Mack's 'Liberary of Books in Folio, Quarto, Octavo et Infra' was valued at £13 12s 8d sterling, but its detailed catalogue was not copied into the registers of testaments. 33 Most ministers' books were listed, however, and there are several recurring titles: Pool's Annotations, Burket on the New Testament, the Cambridge Concordance, Hebrew bibles and dictionaries, and books of sermons.
Of the five legal professionals recorded as book owners -one writer in Lockerbie, three writers in Dumfries, and a town clerk of Dumfries -all owned numerous legal books. 34 37 Other medical books listed covered more specialist topics such as smallpox, gonorrhoea, female diseases, and medical jurisprudence. In addition, he owned volumes of the Medical Review. One other medical book owner appears in the testaments, but here the evidence is to be found in his will. Matthew Gowenlock, surgeon in Moffat (ob. ca. 1747), left all of his books, pocket instruments, blue coat and breeches to his apprentice, Robert Ewart. This provides interesting evidence of how books were passed on, but there is no detailed information about the books he owned. 38 Clearly, it is not surprising to find professionals owning large numbers of work-related texts, given the length of training they would undergo, and the need to check reference works later. 41 The inventories suggest that Dumfriesshire farmers at this time were highly literate, but perhaps either read little about agricultural improvement and new methods of husbandry, or were accessing such books by other means.
The many merchants among the book owners also show little evidence of work-related books. Most of these men appear to have been small shopkeepers, selling a range of goods including cloth, buttons, food, and bottles. Only rarely were there hints of international trading, for example Mr Charles Johnston 'of Ostend in the Dominions of his August Majesty the Emperor of Germany Merchant who for some time resided in the Burgh of Dumfries'. 42 Nine merchants had books among their shop stock, in other words they were books to sell rather than any guide to the individual's own reading tastes. Of the remaining fifteen merchant book owners, most of their book collections were modest, little extending beyond the standard Bible and usual associated religious works. 43 Most of them owned fewer than ten titles, with only one having a significantly larger collection. William Bell, merchant and Bailie of Dumfries (ob. 1766), had nearly one hundred books (many trade-related) and a 'parcel of Unbound Magazines and Pamphlets'. By the early nineteenth century, merchants were prominent among lists of subscribers to new books. 44 However, in late eighteenth-century Dumfriesshire, merchant book collections tended to be more modest, and Bell's large collection was the exception rather than the norm.
The legacy of a classical education in Scottish schools and universities can be traced in the ownership of Latin and Greek texts by nineteen 39 53 The latter publication was a sizeable investment, and may have been bought as a luxury item to collect, reflecting the growing trend of conspicuous consumption and the acquisition of luxury items for display. 54 However, owning it afforded its owner the opportunity to research more widely the world around him/her, and is consistent with an enquiring mind keen to engage with contemporary ideas.
Another crucial Enlightenment genre was history, particularly the popular narrative form championed by Hume, Robertson and others. 55 Over twenty Dumfriesshire book owners owned history books. Such texts appear in the largest collections but also in some smaller ones, often in addition to a core collection of religious books. For example, William Wilson, staymaker (ob. 1800), owned seventeen titles including a household Bible, religious exercises and commentaries, Young's Night Thoughts, five volumes of The Spectator, and history works by authors such as Hume and Robertson on the Stuarts, England, Mary Queen of Scots, James VI and I, and Emperor Charles V. 56 Such widespread ownership of narrative history suggests a considerable interest in this new form of writing, and a high degree of dissemination of the corresponding Enlightenment ideas. History was a particularly popular subject at this time, both in the books available to buy on the market and among books stocked by libraries around Scotland, and so it is not surprising to find a high number of such books in private libraries, large and small.
Another popular type of publication in the eighteenth century was the magazine, and twenty Dumfriesshire book owners had magazine back issues among their collections. There was a bias towards the gentry in this group, along with smaller numbers of professionals and merchants present. Reading magazines at this time in Dumfriesshire seems to have been pursued by wealthier sectors of society, probably for cost reasons. Agricultural Society -a title one might have expected to find among these private book collections. 59 The Spectator and The Tatler above were reprints from the early eighteenth century and reprints were increasingly significant in the Scottish book market. The Dumfriesshire inventories reveal that the 'Old Canon' body of literature was present in many collections, something that would be further spurred on by the copyright relaxations following the copyright trials of the 1770s, which made such works more readily available, and at lower cost. 60 Old Canon works found in Dumfriesshire homes included relatively recent works by Fielding, as well as works of poetry and plays by Milton, Pope, Dryden, Thomson and Shakespeare. It is likely that almost all of these copies were relatively recent reprints, even though they may still have been bought decades earlier. By collecting Old Canon works Dumfriesshire book owners were rediscovering older texts in a similar way to other readers throughout Britain.
By contrast, novels appeared only occasionally in the inventories, were usually about journeys to foreign lands, and were owned by a small group of men. 61 Limited ownership of such a popular genre is unsurprising if people were more likely to borrow them from circulating libraries or from friends. 62 Dumfries had at least two circulating libraries in this period. Moreover, some of the Dumfriesshire book owners would have had access to circulating libraries outside the county, even in Edinburgh, if they went there for the season. 63 In addition, Dumfriesshire had other early libraries, such as the Dumfries Gentlemen's Library (founded circa 1750) and the Dumfries Presbytery Library (founded circa 1706). Indeed, Towsey has shown that the latter library attracted at least 140 borrowers between 1732 and 1826, predominantly local churchmen, but also students, schoolmasters, merchants and medical men.
Over time the subjects of books found in the Dumfriesshire inventories changed. Generally, in the 1740s only religion, classics, and grammar and spelling books were listed. In the 1750s history and biography, poetry and magazines started to appear. Over the remaining decades of the century other subjects emerged: voyages and travels, novels, and plays. This shift to a more varied and increasingly secular range of books fits well with Engelsing's 'reading revolution' in the eighteenth century. 65 Typical of Engelsing's theory would be a reader circa 1700 who might have a bible which was read repeatedly, but had little access to other reading material. By 1800 or so an equivalent reader might still have access to a bible at home but would also be reading a broader range of material, whether in his/her own possession or borrowed from local libraries or from friends and relatives. Engelsing's revolution is somewhat out-dated now, with historians debating its speed, timing and the true diversity of reading practices present. 66 Yet, in a broad sense it fits with what is seen in these Dumfriesshire inventories, and should not be discounted too readily. In Europe and North America several researchers have studied book ownership in this period, often using after-death inventories, and have found similar broad trends, even if some details vary. 67 Research into historic book ownership in England has been more limited, often focusing on the early modern period, and on larger private libraries belonging to wealthier individuals. 68 These individual examples can be difficult to contextualise, making it harder to study change over time, as is possible in Scotland with extensive records of after-death inventories. Documents of this nature are found rarely after the 1720s in England.
Larger book collections
It is striking that a number of individuals recur among the Dumfriesshire inventory owners of Enlightenment works, novels, Old Canon literature, and magazines. Each of these individuals had built a large collection of books, and Table 4 shows the subjects that dominate the larger book collections. 70 Such larger collections were owned almost exclusively by members of the professional class or the landed gentry. Six of the larger collections comprised a hundred volumes or less; the remaining five collections varied in size up to 300 volumes. Owners in the latter group included a number of professionals, but the very largest book collections tended to be owned by gentry -those people best able to invest heavily in substantial private libraries.
The investment in these books should not be underestimated, although one drawback of after-death lists is that they are little guide to the time-scale over which books were acquired, and which books were inherited from other family members. Nor should it be assumed that all professionals and gentry were following the book collecting patterns of the men shown in Table 4 . These may have been people who valued books more than others, both for reading, and as objects to acquire. Nevertheless, it is likely that other like-minded Scots would have built or aspired to similar collections, and the habit of book collecting was becoming more widely diffused, at least among sections of the middling sort. Since some of the books could have been lent among friends, their owners should be considered not as isolated readers or hoarders but as participating in a provincial Enlightenment setting.
With larger collections, storage became more of an issue, both in terms of specific furniture and use of dedicated rooms.
71 Twenty-four of the inventories mention furniture to store books -William Carlyle of Locharthur (ob. 1751), for example, having 'a parcel of Old Books in a press'. 72 More references to book cases appear from the 1770s onwards, possibly partly because they were found more frequently in the houses then, possibly also because they were valuable pieces of 70 There is no standard subject category scheme used by historians of reading history, but the near contemporary categorisation scheme used by testaments -an inventory including the complete stocklist of Ebenezer Wilson's bookshop drawn up after his death in 1788. 76 Such detailed after-death stocklists for booksellers are rare in this period, yet they can give a more complete snapshot of a bookseller's stock than the more limited number of books mentioned in a surviving newspaper advertisement or catalogue of new books. Wilson's stocklist includes a detailed list of the books stocked, including for each item its title, number of copies held, and the valuation, presumably its market value. 77 Listed here are 260 different items representing between them a total of 3,076 copies for sale. Table 5 shows the best represented subjects stocked in Wilson's bookshop. Because Wilson's stock list records the number of copies held of each title, it is also possible to speculate about the bestsellers, assuming that the books he had most copies of were the more popular texts, and not unwanted unsold copies. For such a long-running and probably successful bookshop, trading from at least 1756 until Wilson's death in 1788, this seems a reasonable assumption to make, for the quantities involved are so great that it seems unlikely Wilson would have kept them if they were not going to sell.
Wilson's stock has a higher presence of books for school children than the inventories, which is perhaps unsurprising if these books were either considered of low value, or not retained later in life. Generally, though, Wilson's stock correlates closely to the books found in local homes, 76 
Conclusions
The late Georgian period saw a huge growth of print in Britain, and after-death inventories offer the opportunity to study the impact of this on Scottish homes. Such records cover a relatively broad section of Scottish society, and are far more numerous than other inventories of the time, such as those found in private estate papers or records of sequestrations. Some features of Dumfriesshire might make the pattern of book ownership distinct from other places. For example, there may have been a different attitude to religious books, given the local Covenanting tradition and proximity of Glasgow. It was also a rural area with significant numbers of farmers, although this was the case with much of Scotland at this time, when most people lived in the countryside. It would be easy -if wrong -to view Dumfriesshire as a quiet rural backwater, compared with urban centres such as Edinburgh and Glasgow. Ebenezer Wilson's detailed stock list shows that Dumfriesshire people with money to spend on books in the late-eighteenth century had local access to a wide range of reading material -a picture reinforced by the books found in their homes. Moreover, it is likely that the books owned in this county are a useful indicator of those owned by similar readers elsewhere in provincial Scotland. However, one must be wary of deducing a general picture from this data. While previous research has shown that working-class Scots bought books as well as their better-off neighbours, relatively few workingclass book owners were found in this study. 79 The nature of the source material in this instance might skew the representation in favour of the more well-to-do. One must also be alert to the implications of personal collecting chronologies. Although they provide a snapshot in time, book collections found in after-death inventories tend to be those of older owners, built up over a lifetime, raising the question of how accurately they reflected their owners' reading tastes at any one time. Some books might have sat unread on shelves, or been read by other members of the household. Others would have been bought decades earlier, but not read in a long time, or may have been inherited from older relatives. In addition, it is inevitable that inventoried collections were skewed towards more valuable texts owned by families, such as bibles. Many volumes were often no doubt left un-recorded. Other research, moreover, suggests that Scots in this period were more likely to borrow novels than to own them, and that their private book collections lagged behind wider reading tastes. 80 Despite such concerns, the Dumfriesshire inventories provide a good insight into the books Scots had in their homes in the late eighteenth century, and are important as indicators of reading material and ideas, particularly for young readers. Indeed, examining books in people's houses provides a valuable insight into mentalities in the past, showing the extent to which Scots in the late-eighteenth century valued the written word and engaged with the products of a rapidly growing written culture. Studied over time, the inventories reveal a marked shift from small collections focused around the family bible to a more diverse mix by the end of the century. Professionals and their work-related collections appear frequently, as do Enlightenment books and reading material linking into wider British society, particularly magazines. Some of the collections were very large indeed, particularly those of gentry, raising the question of how people stored their books, as well as how they obtained them. This era saw the growth of conspicuous consumption, and the importance of books as objects to be acquired and treasured grew as part of this. Yet many books owned by the Dumfriesshire book owners had more practical uses as well, and reveal how their owners formed a world view, learned about manners, confirmed or challenged their religious values, and sought entertainment.
